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REMARKS 



Claims 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claims contain subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the 
relevant art that the inventors, at the time the application was filed, had possession of the 
claimed invention. As above to render moot the rejection to the claims, regarding claims 
16-18, applicants respectfully submit that the specifications have been amended to meet 
written requirements in such a way as to contain a written description of the invention, 
and of the manner and process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and' 
exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it 
is most nearly connected, to make and use the same, and has set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out the invention. 

As requested in the Office Action dated 09/28/2007 the applicants respectfully amended 
the claims to remove the following limitation: 

• ". . .homogeneous ..." (claim 1 6) 

In regards to all references of ". . .a thick, dry, layer of such a quantity as to correspond 
substantially to an amount greater than one precise dose. .." made in claims 16-18, the 
applicants respectfully request the examiner to reconsider the terminology used. The 
applicant's use of wording is not intended to enter new matter but rather to clarify, as 
requested by the examiner in his office action dated 2 May 2006, the wording ". . .an 
effective amount of styptic solution. . .". It is believed by the applicant that constantly 
they have demonstrated through their descriptions and drawings of the invention that the 
intent for this invention has always been to have an applicator where the end or ends 
contain a small yet thick amount of styptic in a dry layer. In support of this, it is requested 
that the examiner review the enclosed copy of the original disclosure document dated 27 
October 2000 where the applicant's description compares the proposed invention to ". . .a 
wooden match stick. The tip is covered with a small amount of styptic instead of the 
match head. .<" 

Claims 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Al Ani (U.S. 
Patent No. 3,948,265). Applicants respectfully traverse in view of the above mentioned 
amendments. 

Applicants are claiming an applicator for the application of styptic which is intended to 
have a bi-functional purpose. First by applying styptic to body tissue where skin 
abrasions are present a person can stop active bleeding. Secondly by providing on a 
portion of the surface of at least one end of the stem with styptic in a thick, dry, layer of 
such a quantity as to correspond substantially to an amount greater than one precise dose 
a person can make use of the inherently porous qualities of styptic to absorb small 
amounts of blood present on the body from the result of a skin abrasion. 
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Al Ani discloses "An applicator for application of active substances which have 
therapeutic and diagnostic properties onto body tissues comprising an elongated cairier 
provided on a portion of the surface of at least one end of said carrier with said active 
substance in a very thin, homogeneous, dry, liquid soluble layer of such a quantity as to 
correspond substantially to one precise dose for one specific occasion of use, said surface 
of said carrier which is provided with the active substance being non-liquid-absorbing." 
In order for a claim to be anticipated it must have each and every element as set forth in 
the claim, either expressly or inherently described, in a single prior art reference. 
Applicants submit that there is no additional element disclosed in the applicator either 
expressly or inherently. Furthermore the applicants believe that they should not be 
anticipated by Al Ani because it would not have been obvious at the time of his invention 
to invent an applicator with the same bi-functionality that we are proposing. Al Ani 
specifically states the intent for his invention is to have". . .a rather accurate dose: . as 
well as: . . .an applicator which may carry as little of the active substance as to equal one 



Based on all of the foregoing, applicants respectfully submit that claims 16-18 are 
patentable and earnestly request a notice of allowance to that affect. 

Applicants respectfully submit that this is a complete response to the Office Action and 
that all pending claims are patentable. Accordingly, applicants respectfully request a 
notice of allowance to that affect. 

Respectfully submitted, 



dose... 




Kendra D. McPheeters 
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APPLICANTS INTERVIEW SUMMARY 

I he applicants respectfully request a review, of this complete and proper 
recordation of the telephone interview conducted on 30 November 2007 between 
examiners Hasan S. Ahmed and Humera N. Sheikh and applicants Kendra D. 
McPheeters and Charles M. Cornwell. This summary includes the following: 

(A) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any 
demonstration conducted; 

(B) Identification of the claims discussed; 

(C) Identification of specific prior art discussed; 

(D) Identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive 
nature discussed; 

(R) The general thrust of the principal arguments; 

(F) A general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed; and 

(G) If appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview. 



SUMMARY 

(A) No exhibit shown or demonstration conducted. 

(B) Claim(s) discussed: 16 

(C) Identification of prior art discussed: U.S. 3,948,265 (Al Ani). 

(D) The examiner did not propose any amendments. 

(E) The general thrust of the principal arguments began after introductions were 
made. Examiner Hasan S. Ahmed asked the applicants Kendra D. McPheeters 
and Charles M. Cornwell what they wanted to discuss. The applicants 
requested clarification as to why their submitted claims were being rejected. 
Examiner Ahmed informed the applicants that the wording used in claim 16 
was considered by him to be new matter. The applicants attempted to explain 
that the wording used was not new matter it was only written as a more 
clarified claim as requested by the examiner in a previous office action. 
Examiner Ahmed agreed that he had requested clarification in the prior office 
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action but that it was kind of a "catch 22". He further stated that he didn't feel 
the applicants stayed within the bounds of their original specification. The 
applicants attempted to explain that they had not added new matter in the 
wording of their application but only Anther defined what they had previously 
shown in submitted documentation including applications, drawings and a 
disclosure document. Examiner Ahmed continued to disagree with the 
applicants although he did admit that he did not have a copy of the disclosure 
document the applicants referenced. After a time of disagreement over the 
topic of claim 1 6, examiner Ahmed stated that even if he were to allow the 
claims that the applicants would still be anticipated by U.S. 3,948,265 (Al 
Ani). At this point the topic of discussion shifted from the claims to the issue 
of anticipation. According to examiner Ahmed the application in question 
does not overcome the prior art U.S. 3,948,265 (Al Ani). The applicants 
attempted to explain that the prior art was very specific about what their 
invention was and what its proposed use is for. The applicants further 
explained that they had extensively reviewed the prior art and it was their 
belief that after reviewing the prior art it is clearly shown that they are 
different inventions with different purposes and therefore no anticipation 
should be shown. The applicant further tried to explain the differences to the 
examiners by giving the following examples: 

1 . U.S. 3,948,265 (Al Ani) specifically states that the substance in 
question applied to the end or ends of the stem be incapable of 
absorbing liquid. Where in contrast the applicants proposed invention 
specifically states a substance (Styptic) applied to the end or ends of a 
stem in an amount great enough to absorb liquid (blood). This 
improvement allows for a new bi-functional applicator that can stop 
bleeding from minor cuts and absorb blood present on the wound 
being treated. 

2, U.S. 3,948,265 (Al Ani) further details his invention by saying the 
substance applied to the end or ends of his stem should allow all the 
substance applied thereto to be dissolved by the moisture of a moist 
body tissue. The applicants detail their invention by saying the 
substance applied to the end or ends of the stem should be in an 
amount greater than one precise dose thus allowing for the un- 
dissolved substance (Styptic) to absorb blood present on the wound 
being treated. Again this demonstrates a new bi-functional use not 
addressed in the prior art. 



3. U.S. 3,948,265 (Al Ani) discloses an applicator with a "...very thin..." 
layer of active substance applied to the end or ends of a stem. The 
applicants disclosed an applicator with a thick layer of substance 
(Styptic) applied to the end or ends of a stem. 
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4. The applicants asked the examiner to compare submitted drawing with 
those presented in U.S. 3,948,265 (AI Ani) as to show the physical 
differences. 

After the shown examples were mentioned to the examiner he stated simply 
that the applicants are proposing an applicator with styptic applied to the 
end(s) that can be disposable and that he felt for that reason that it is 
anticipated by the prior art. Examiner Ahmed did not explain how he came to 
this conclusion any further nor did he explain how the examples shown didn't 
argue over the prior art other than by saying it was his feeling that the 
applicants invention was not patentable. The applicants attempted to 
understands more clearly the definition of what is patentable. The applicants 
believed an invention was patentable if a person invents or discovers any new 
and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or any 
new and useful improvement thereof, so long as it meets the conditions and 
requirements. Again without explanation examiner Ahmed simply stated his 
belief that the application didn't demonstrate a new and useful improvement. 

The applicants continued to disagree with the examiners over the topics 
discussed until Primary Examiner Humera N. Sheikh voiced her opinion that 
there was nothing more to discuss at this time. The applicants did ask the 
examiner to write one claim for them since it was their belief that legally the 
examiner is required to do so if requested by the applicants so long as the 
application was not in a final office action, which at the time of the interview 
it was not. Examiner Ahmed stated that he would be unable to write a claim 
on the applicant's behalf because he didn't feel the invention was patentable. 
The applicants then confirmed again that Examiner Ahmed refused the request 
to write a claim. Examiner Ahmed again stated he was refusing to do so. 

At this time the applicants were told again that there was nothing more 
to discuss and at that time the meeting ended. 

(F) It is the feeling of the applicants that the pertinent matters discussed 
were the wording used in claim 1 6 and the issue of anticipation in 
regards to U.S. 3,948,265 (Al Ani). Other pertinent matters included 
the definition of what a utility patent is and what is considered 
patentable. 



(G) lt is the feeling of the applicants that the general outcome of the 

interview was unaccommodating. We felt our examiner was unwilling 
to give constructive feed back and frustrating. Examiner Hasan S. 
Ahmed provided nothing more than simple answers that did not 
explain his reasons for rejection making it difficult for the applicants 
to move forward with a response. Primary examiner Humera N, 
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Sheikh was not active in most of the interview and said little more 
than introductions and closing the interview after she felt there was no 
more to discuss. 



Applicants respectfully submit that this is the applicants complete response to the 
telephone interview conducted on 30 November 2007 between examiners Hasan S. 
Ahmed and HumeraN. Sheikh and applicants Kendra D. McPheeters and Charles M. 
Corn well. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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October 27 , 2000 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, District of Columbia 20231 



Request for Participation in Disclosure Document Program 
Disclosure of Kendra D . McPheeters 
Entitled: Stypti-Stik Disclosure Document 
Sir/Ms.: 



Attached is a disclosure of the above entit3 
consisting of one sheet of written descriptj 
drawing, a check for $10 #00 (ten dollars), a stamped sexr 
addressed envelope, and a duplicate of this letter. 



THI9I8N0TA PATENT APPLICATION 



It is respectfully requested that this disclosure be accepted 
and retained for two years or, longer if later referred to in 
a patent application, under the Disclosure Document Program 
and that the enclosed duplicate of this letter be date stamped, 
numbered and returned in the enclosed self addressed stamped 
envelope . 

The undersigned understands that (1) this disclosure document 
is neither a patent application nor a substitute for one, {2) 
its receipt date will not become the effective filing date of 
a later filed patent application, (3) it will be retained for 
two years and then destroyed unless, it is referred to in a patent 
application, (4) this two year retention period is not a "grace 
period" during which a patent application can be filed without 
loss of benefits, (5) in addition to this document proof of 
diligence in building and testing the invention, and/or filing 
a patent application on the invention, may be vital in case 
of an interference, and in other situations, and (6) if such 
building and testing is done, signed and dated records of such 
should additionally be made and these should be witnessed and 
dated by disinterested individuals, not the PTO- 

Very Respectfully, . . . . 

c/o^ Kendra D. McPheeters ' ; 
469 W. State St. : [ 

Eagle, Idaho 8361 6-4905 f ' 

Enclosures: As stated above. 



Kendra D, McPheeters, Stypti-Stik Cover Letter to Disclosure 
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Invention Disclosure: \0-2-^~2j£dO 

Inventor: Kendra D. McPheeters 
Address: 469 W. State "St. 

Eagle, Idaho 83616-4905 
Telephone: 208-938-231 5 or 208-846-8402 

Title of Invention: Stypti-Stik 

Idea Conception: I thought of this idea while attending a course 
to become a licensed nail technician. Because any bleeding 
in a beauty or nail salon is strictly governed by most, if not 
all, states sanitation laws I thought this would be a great 
way to stop the bleeding quickly hence, the salon service could 
continue quickly without timely interruption. Styptic is not 
sanitizable and so, if used, must be disposable. The cosmetology 
industry is a multi-billion dollar industry each year. It is 
a fast paced industry that the professional must schedule 
appointment after appointment each day to make a living. Saving » 
time and eliminating the stigma that comes with a client who 
leaves a salon after being accidentally cut or "nicked 1 " and 
who has bled is very important to the reputation of the 
professional. The faster the bleeding is stopped, the less 
impressionable it is to the client. 

Description & Sketch: The Stypti-Stik is made like a wooden 
match stick. The tip is covered with a small amount of styptic 
instead of the match heaxi. This allows for one time usage without 
an entire styptic pencil haying' to be thrown away. See sketch 
that follows on page 2. 

Ramifications: As a result of this product users can purchase 
packs of 20, 50, 100, etc* Stypti-Stiks to stop any bleeding 
that may occur in the salon setting that is the result of "nics" 
or cuts during nail applications or hair cuts, "this product 
could be used in the home for cuts from shaving and the like. 
It is disposable and therefore is within the sanitation laws 
of most or all states for the use in the cosmetological industry. 

Closest Known Prior Art: ■ Thje styptic pencil is the only other 
styptic product known to this person. It is porous and is 
dangerous when used in the cosmetological industry due to the 
"blood to blood" risk of multiple use. The styptic pencil cannot 
be sanitized and is of no use in the salon setting after one 
use. This is a waste of money for the salon professional. 
The ease of use and disposable version for the salon professional 
would allow a very 'Useful product to become a standard in the 
salon setting where ityhas ne ver been feasible before. 

Inventor : 

Date of Signature: October 27, 2000 

The above confidential information 1 is Witnessed and Understood: 
Kendra p. McPheeters, Stypti-Stik, Disclosure Document, Pg - 1 of 2 

~bcA-^ J^m/j^ 



